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Summary of Evaluations of Last Three Courses Taught1 

University of South Florida – Biomedical Ethics – Spring 2012 

Overall Rating: 4.7  Department Avg: 4.5  College Avg: 4.3  

Description Rating 

Description of Course Objectives and Assignments 4.6 

Communication of Ideas and Information 4.5 

Expression of Expectations for Performance 4.7 

Availability to Assist Students In or Out of Class 4.7 

Respect and Concern for the Students 4.8 

Stimulation of Interest in the Course 4.7 

Facilitation of Learning 4.7 

 

McGill University – Current Issues in Political Philosophy (Seminar) – Fall 2015 

Description Rating Dept. Mean 

Overall this Instructor is an Excellent Teacher 4.2 4.2 

Overall, this is an excellent course 4.2 4.1 

Overall, I learned a great deal from this course 4.4 4.2 

Overall, I learned a great deal from this instructor 4.3 4.2 

Lectures given by this instructor were effective 4.0 4.0 

The instructor was available for individual consultation 4.5 4.3 

Overall this course was intellectually challenging 4.6 4.3 

The course objectives were clearly explained 3.9 4.1 

The students were invited to share their ideas and knowledge 4.8 4.1 

Tests, assignments and other work were appropriate 4.3 4.1 

Evaluation methods used in this course were appropriate 4.1 4.0 

Course materials were presented in an organized manner 3.7 4.2 

 

McGill University – Feminist Political Theory (in Political Science Dept.) – Winter 2016 

Description Rating Dept. Mean 

Overall this Instructor is an Excellent Teacher 4.3 4.1 

Overall, this is an excellent course 4.3 4.0 

Overall, I learned a great deal from this course 4.5 4.2 

Overall, I learned a great deal from this instructor 4.3 4.1 

Lectures given by this instructor were effective 4.0 3.9 

The instructor was available for individual consultation 4.7 4.0 

Overall this course was intellectually challenging 4.5 4.1 

The course objectives were clearly explained 4.0 4.0 

The students were invited to share their ideas and knowledge 4.8 4.1 

Tests, assignments and other work were appropriate 4.4 3.8 

Evaluation methods used in this course were appropriate 4.4 3.9 

Course materials were presented in an organized manner 4.1 4.1 

                                                 
1 I taught two first year critical thinking courses in 2010 and one bioethics course at USF. Unfortunately, the student 

comments are unrecoverable because of a program upgrade in 2012, all that are left are student evaluations out of 5 

but these are useless without the department mean to compare them to 
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Highlights of Student Comments 

University of South Florida – Biomedical Ethics – Spring 2012 

1) Class was a bit slow (sometimes), but very good at explaining. Made class interesting! 

2) Very helpful. Tried to make the class very interesting and was quick to help students 

3) Mr. Velji knows his stuff. 

4) Awesome!!! Enjoyed class 

5) A very personable instructor willing to work with students outside of class to ensure 

understanding of material. Quick response times. Great attitude. 

McGill University – Current Issues in Political Philosophy (Seminar) – Fall 2015 

Overall this instructor is an excellent teacher: 

1. Loved the audio-visual stuff at the beginning of the course and the use of examples. 

However, sometimes the lectures felt they were lacking a bit of structure and clarity. 

2. Very friendly, helpful, approachable, knowledgeable, good at communicating, and open-

minded without failing to convey a sense of deep interest / personal and intellectual 

investment in the material. 

Students were invited to share their ideas and knowledge:  

1. The material was focussed enough in a philosophical sense to make a good 400-level 

course, but it's applications were open-ended and diverse, allowing—so far as I could tell—

lots of valuable student participation. Muhammad Velji is also very friendly and 

approachable and helps guide the discussion constructively. 

Tests, assignments and other required work for the course were appropriate: 

1. I thought the reading responses were a great way to be forced to engage with the readings 

each week, and the fact that they weren't necessarily graded meant that we didn't have to 

stress out about them. 

 

McGill University – Feminist Political Theory (in Political Science Dept.) – Winter 2016 

Overall this is an excellent course: 

1. I really enjoyed this course -- it was intellectually challenging and we explored concepts I 

didn't even know existed. 

Overall this instructor is an excellent teacher: 

1. I entered this class skeptical of having a man teaching a feminist theory course, but was 

pleasantly surprised. Professor Velji is extremely intelligent, aware, and approachable. 

2. Loved his teaching method and grading scheme! He was fair, used a variety of media 

during class, focused on class participation... I learned a great deal, and actually enjoyed 

going to class. 
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Lectures were effective: 

1. I liked that he adjusted the lectures according to the reading responses and to what our 

questions in class were. 

2. Even though the material in itself can be confusing and messy, he presented it in a very 

organized manner: really appreciated that ! Always returned to previous classes' material 

before teaching something new for example, powerpoints were clear... really effective 

teaching method. 

3. Laptop ban was very effective, felt like I didn't miss anything with the peer note-taking 

and availability of detailed lecture slides online. 

Please provide written comments with respect to the instructor and course: 

1. Thank you Professor Velji!! This course was very enlightening and even gave me an idea 

for my philosophy honours thesis. This was a morning class, and even though I'm very 

tired in the morning I still felt pretty active and interested in the material. 

2. The amount of readings assigned was reasonable and much appreciated. It's nice to have 

a prof recognise that most of us have four other upper level courses as well as other 

commitments. Having fewer but better selected readings means we can actually stay up to 

date and really learn instead of skimming and falling behind. 

3. From looking at past profs' syllabus, it's clear that Prof. Velji put in effort to make the 

class content and authors read more contemporary (which amounts to more diversity and 

more non-white-middle-class women's voices in the case of feminism). Cares a lot about 

students' opinion and always makes sure to listen to their input. Seems to follow and is 

aware of the online / social media sphere of feminism as well, which also makes the class 

more interesting and less abstract. 

4. If I weren't graduating and Professor Velji was teaching another class, I would definitely 

take it! Thanks for a great semester. Learned a ton. 

5. Fascinating, unique theory topic, would recommend this course to anyone interested in 

political theory or feminism. 

6. The class seemed less like work and more like one big discussion, which made difficult 

readings easier to understand. 

7. The instructor was very interesting and obviously knew a lot about the material he was 

teaching. I enjoyed going to every single lecture because I felt like I would learn 

something new every time. 

8. This is honestly one of the best political science classes I have ever taken at McGill. The 

course was engaging, and covered a broad array of material without devolving into 

vagueness and confusion. The readings were interesting (and of reasonable length!!! 

Which is so important!!!!) The prof was easygoing, fair, and relatable -- I appreciated 

him sharing his personal thoughts/feelings/insights on the readings, and allowing 

opportunity for his own opinions to be questioned/critiqued. There was a good balance 

between lecture and class discussion, which was always interesting, and I always felt like 

I had the opportunity to be heard. 


















































